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Michael Breheny, our co-editor dealing with Applications, died suddenly on 11th February 2003, aged 54. Mike became co-editor of the journal in 1989 when it began to expand towards its present size and focus.  In fact, Mike was involved in the journal for far longer than this. When I became co-editor in 1981 working with the founder editor Lionel March, we agreed that the journal needed to broaden its perspective if it was to consolidate. Our focus was to take its emphasis on the science of design towards physical planning but we were acutely conscious that to retain the systematic scientific flavour of the research that it published, it should not poach on the much larger area of urban and regional studies which had become the prerogative of Environment and Planning A. Mike played an important part in this and in underpinning the journal in the early 1980s through special issues, he co-edited one of the first, that on ‘Rationality in Planning’ with Alan Hooper. This was the result of a conference in Reading in 1982 from which also came a companion book by the same name published in 1983 by Pion. Mike became an editorial board member at that time and in 1989, after one of John Ashby’s legendary exhortations that we should ‘expand’, he began to pay a much fuller role as co-editor dealing with planning applications.

I first met Mike when he began the MSc in Regional and Urban Planning Studies as a graduate student in 1971 at the University of Reading where I was a lecturer. Mike was very much a ‘practitioner’ of planning who believed passionately in positive science but was well aware of the currents of planning thought in the social sciences, which he fashioned in his own perceptive way into very practical problems. This was the message that he argued in his paper for the 25th Anniversary Issue (Breheny 1998) where he presented a very persuasive case for the journal in translating theory into practice through his review of papers dealing with energy issues, not only buildings but in settlement patterns more generally. This commentary is extremely typical of Mike’s work, modest, unassuming, and entirely relevant to the problem at hand, synthesising the work of others and making little mention of his own enormous contributions to sustainability and planning in both theory and practice. 

At Reading, his own work began as a student with a seminal thesis on the use of indicators for planning derived from land use models, subsequently published in 1975 as a volume in the Progress in Planning series entitled ‘Towards measures of spatial opportunity’. This marked the beginnings of his interest in planning and sustainability which became a life long quest. During the 1980s and 1990s, he made enormous contributions to the development of sustainable planning, first working on the development of high tech locations in the south east of England and then developing his ideas about urban growth much further, culminating in work on measuring the compactness of cities, on the demand for housing in the UK, and on the difficulties faced by the planning system in containing such demands with respect to both land consumption and travel behaviour. He edited the landmark book Sustainable Development and Urban Form (1992) and followed this with a government-commissioned study (with David Lock and Tim Gent) Alternative Development Patterns: New Settlements (1993). With Peter Hall, he organized a research project for the Town and Country Planning Association which was an inquiry into burgeoning housing demand in the 1990s due to aging and household fission resulting in the book The People: Where will they Go? (1997) followed by the study and book, The People: Where will they Work? (1999).

In 1979 when I departed Reading for the University in Cardiff, Peter Hall brought him back as the Director of the MSc in Urban and Regional Planning to develop stronger links with the MPhil in Planning run by H. W. E. (Lyn) Davies in the Department of Land Management. Mike was promoted to Reader in 1988 and then to Professor of Applied Geography in 1991, becoming Head of the Department of Geography from 1997 to 1999. He then moved to the Chair of Planning which had been recently vacated following Lyn Davies’s retirement. Mike was a gentle, courteous, and charitable person who will be sorely missed. His untimely death deprives us of a one of the strongest supporters of this journal with its mission of developing the very best theoretical science for the practice of planning and design. His contribution will never go unremembered.

Michael Batty 

Editor
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