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Geographical Information of the Urban
Environment (GeoVue)

GeoVue: One of 7 nodes of the National Centre for e-
Social Science.

e Aim to Visualize Urban Environments & Geographic
Data through Free or Low Cost & Easy to Use
software.

* The presentation will give a overview of the GeoVue
project illustrated through Google Maps, Crysis and
Second Life.




It aims to enhance creativity,
information sharing, and
collaboration among users.
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GIS vs Google Earth vs Google Maps

GIS
" Google Maps
Google Earth

X
Q
O
c
o
S
=
O
>
<
o
@
QO
)

Google Maps 2005 -changed how we explore & visualize
information.

Location & space are key to we search for information.
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BBC Berkshire’s July 2007 Flood Map
MyMaps (2007) e —

Allowed Everyone to
Create Mashups.

The Flood Map:

Allowed Viewers to See
the Extent of Local

Flooding & Gain
Information.
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A resource on which spatial data from a variety of public sector sources can be displayed.
Facilitating online exploratory cartographic visualization.

http://www.londonprofiler.org/
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MapTube “A Place to Put Maps”

eBased on the generic idea of YouTube where users
can share information.

eActs a portal for geographic data.

*All data is held on outside servers & pulled in using an
XML file which is automatically created by GMap
Creator.

*Allows users to compare and overlay different data
sets.




Welcome to MapTube

MapTube Is a free resource for viewing, sharing, mixing and
mashing maps online. Created by UCL's Centre for Advanced
Spatial Analysis, users can select any number of maps to overlay
and view.

MAPTUBR

a place to put maps

Map of the Week
Big Mac Index

This map illustrates how the price of a Big Mac varies across the
world. View the Big Mac Index here
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é Create Map - Mozitla Firefox
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Create A New Map -5 Easy Steps

1) XML Settings

3) Keywords

5) Information
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Description

MAPTUBR
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Morigage or Rent.
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where we recruit you in an act of journa

nvanted to experiment with mood
based at

, @ map-sharing website.

In a totally unscientific study that makes no claims to be anything other than a
(potentially) interesting ¢ we want to create a mecod map of the credit

crunch. And we hope to use it to inform ol

We're asking you what single factor is hurting you most about the credit

crunch?

UPDATE: View the N
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Podcast weekly
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Linking GMap Creator &
MapTube Allows for Real-
Time Spatial Surveys.

Pilot Study: Creating a Mood
Map For the UK Based on
the Single Most Important
Factor Hurting the Person
the Most about the Credit
Crunch.

Over 40,000 responses.
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Visualizing the Urban Environment

Over the last decade there has been an emergence of
rich fine scale digital data sources for cities.

Often we describe cities in aggregate 2D ways but
contrast it more overtly physical representations in 3D
to give a sense of place.

Geo-visualization of the city has been enhanced
through developments of computer graphics &
software.

Allows one to convey complex issues to non expert
users.













Second Life

Combines all aspects of Web
2.0, visualization &
Neogeography in a single multi
user, 3D environment.

Engages a community of users
(14 million), who spend over
23,000 hours a day creating
things.

We use SL as a urban
laboratory, to explore issues
pertaining to urban planning &
public debate in a visually
collaborative environment.







Conclusion

Given an overview of some of the work pertaining to the
GeoVue project.

The tools presented demonstrate:

The ability to easily share and visualize spatial data for the non-GIS
trained professional.

Has the potential to significantly impact the outreach of Geographic
Information.

A geographic data social network has the potential to dramatically
open up data sources for both the public and professional
geographer.
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